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President Obama 
announces new� 
proposals to pro
tect from cyber
attacks, including 
toughening prose
cution of computer 
crimes/A3

WORLD
Search teams re-
cover the second 
“black box”— the 
cockpit voice re
corder — from the 
AirAsia airliner that 
crashed in the Java 
Sea on Dec. 28/A8

CITY/REGION
The mobile men-
tal health and 
 homeless assistance 
team CAHOOTS is 
bringing its ser
vices to Springfield 
in a van that will 
operate daily/B1
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Japanese w�ood-
block prints from 
the 19th century 
commit to paper 
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culture’s beautiful, 
fleeting moments/
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“Everyone told us we weren’t 
going to be any good. We’ve 
heard that a lot.”
— Seattle Seahawks quarterback 
Russell Wilson, one of a group of 
2012 draft picks leading the team 
into its second NFC title game/C1
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Crossfire World Outreach 
Ministries on Tuesday made 
an unusual, public offer to 
opponents of a proposed cell 

tower at its south Eugene 
church: Pay big bucks and the 
tower proposal will disappear.

Nearby residents are upset 
over Crossfire’s plan to lease 
land next to its church at 
West Amazon Drive and Fox 

Hollow Road to AT&T. The 
firm wants to build a 75-foot 
cellphone tower disguised as 
an evergreen tree on the site.

But Pastor Aaron Taylor on 
Tuesday said Crossfire would 
drop plans to rent land for 
the tower if opponents paid 
it $750,000. That is half the 
value Crossfire would receive 
from the lease deal over the 

long term, he said.
Otherwise, opponents can 

buy the entire church and 
its 2-acre parcel for about 
$2 million, Taylor said. The 
wood-frame, 7,200-square-
foot church building is 55 
years old.

I f  Cross f i re  se l l s  the 

By Edward Russo
The Register-Guard

Church’s price to kill cell tower: $750,000
South Eugene pastor tells neighbors opposed to 
the project that they can pay to make it go away

Turn to TOWER, Page A4
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Tom Penix/The Register-Guard
“I don’t know if it’s completely ridiculous or if people will think of it as extortion.”

— WILLIAM COLLINGE, CELLPHONE TOWER OPPONENT

Andy Nelson/The Register-Guard

IDX CEO Chad Barczak� (left) talks with General Manager Luke Walsh at the company’s new offices in downtown Eugene.

T
he cluster of technology compa-
nies in downtown Eugene just 
got a bit bigger. IDX, a home-
grown real estate technology 

company, is the latest firm to locate 
in the heart of town.

In his new office at 100 E. Broad-
way, IDX CEO and co-founder Chad 
Barczak recently gazed out the win-

dow and across rooftops to the reno-
vated Broadway Commerce Building 
and the new Woolworth Building, 
which both house many local tech 
firms.

“We can spy on AppNexus, 
C3 Interactive and Palo Alto Software,” 
he joked. “We can shoot them with a 
paintball gun.”

About 50 IDX employees have 
moved into 10,000 square feet on the 
second and third floors of the large 

1970s era concrete building at the 
corner of Broadway and Oak Street 
that Barczak and business partner 
Jeff Kast bought in 2013. 

With capacity for 72 people, those 
two floors should hold the company 
for about two years, then “we’ll take 
over the ground floor,” Barczak said.

IDX does not disclose annual fi-
nancial figures, but the company’s 

Turn to IDX, Page A5

WASHINGTON — De f i -
ant congressional Republicans 
attacked President Obama’s 
agenda from all sides Tuesday, 
ignoring veto threats and push-
ing bills to uproot his policies 

on immigration and Wall Street, 
force approval of energy pipe-
line legislation he opposes and 
make him justify any new fed-
eral rules before he makes them.

Obama invited his antago-
nists to the White House for 
their first face-to-face meet-
ing since the new Republican- 

controlled Congress convened. 
But their show of cordiality for 
the cameras did little to mask 
the partisan hostilities between 
Capitol Hill and the White 
House.

“The key now is for us to 
work as a team,” said Obama, 
who has issued five veto threats 

with the new Congress not yet 
two weeks old. He cited taxes, 
trade and cybersecurity as areas 
for potential cooperation, and 
also told lawmakers he would 
work with them to come up with 
a proposal to authorize military 
force against the Islamic State 
terrorist group.

Back at the Capitol, the Sen-
ate debated legislation to force 
the administration to allow 
construction of the Canada-to-
Texas Keystone XL oil pipeline. 
And the House passed a regula-
tory reform bill that the White 

By Erica Werner
The Associated Press

Congressional Republicans press attacks on Obama agenda

Turn to CONGRESS, Page A4

PARIS — Immediately 
upon unveiling its new cover 
— a depiction of Muham-
mad — the French satirical 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo on 
Tuesday reignited the debate 
pitting free speech against reli-
gious sensitivities that has em-
broiled Europe since 12 people 
were killed during an attack 
on its Paris offices by Muslim 
extremists a week ago.

The cover  shows the 
bearded prophet shedding a 
tear and holding up a sign 
saying, “I am Charlie,” the 
rallying cry that has become 
synonymous with support of 
the newspaper and free ex-
pression. Above the cartoon 
on a green background is 
the headline: “All is forgiven.”

While surviving staff mem-
bers, at an emotional news 
conference, described their 
choice of cover as a show 
of forgiveness, most Muslims 
consider any depiction of their 
prophet to be blasphemous.

It was a day of mourning 
and defiance, brave words 
and choking sadness as fu-
nerals were held in Israel and 
France for some of those who 

By Dan Bilefsky
The New York Times

‘Charlie’ 
defiant 

with new 
cartoon
As France mourns 
attack victims, the 

newspaper comes back

Turn to FRANCE, Page A5

TECH TERRITORY
IDX adds to a growing cluster of firms in downtown Eugene

By Sherri Buri McDonald
The Register-Guard
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Tower: Pastor says he has received threats over tower plan
church, it would find another 
one to buy in south Eugene, 
Taylor said.

“I’m just saying if (oppo-
nents) believe” that cell phone 
towers are harmful, “I’m giving 
them options,” he said.

The church’s offer was pub-
lished Tuesday in a three-
quarter -page advertisement in 
The Register-Guard that re-
sponded to a Jan. 6 ad from 
tower opponents, also published 
in the newspaper.

South  Eugene  r e s ident 
and tower opponent William 
Collinge said he didn’t know if 
opponents would consider ac-
cepting the church’s offers.

Opponents will meet today to 
discuss it, he said. “I don’t know 
if it’s completely ridiculous or if 
people will think of it as extor-
tion,” Collinge said.

Opponents worry that radio 
frequency emissions from the 
tower would threaten human 
health as well as wildlife in the 
nearby Amazon Creek corridor, 
and that the tower would de-
press property values.

Taylor and leaders of Cross-
fire, a Springfield-based non-
denominational church, say 
concerns about tower emissions 
are overblown.

The Federal Communications 
Commission, which regulates 
tower emissions, has determined 
the towers are safe, they said.

In their ad, Crossfire church 
leaders said the hypocrisy of op-
ponents is “amazing.” 

Only two or three opponents 
that church leaders have spo-
ken to “refrain from using cell-
phones,” the ad said.

Most tower opponents po-
litely disagree with church lead-
ers about the tower, but a few 
“have threatened to teach us a 
lesson by coming to our per-
sonal homes and churches to in-
flict violence,” the ad said.

Taylor on Tuesday said two 
opponents, whom he would 
not name, sent him threatening 
messages by email.

“One, in particular, said, ‘If 
you put a cell tower next to my 
house and try to kill me with ra-
dio frequency (waves), I’m going 
to come to your house and do 
the same,’” he said. “I get their 

rationale, but this is ridiculous.”
Collinge, a scientific reviewer 

for the National Institutes of 
Health, said he “abhors the 
threats and hateful messages” 
that people have sent Taylor.

Like many Americans, Taylor 
and other Crossfire church lead-
ers have been led to believe that 
cell tower emissions are safe, 
mainly because of outdated FCC 
standards, Collinge said.

The FCC regulations were 
written with the help of tele-
communication firms, which are 
reluctant to have them changed, 
he said.

The rules are faulty because 
they are based on the thermal, 
or temperature, effects of the 
emissions, Collinge said.

However, more recent re-
search is focusing on how elec-
tromagnetic radiation damages 
human tissue, DNA and chro-
mosomes, Collinge said.

Studies in European coun-
tries indicate that people who 
live near cell towers run greater 
chances of developing cancer 
than other people, he said.

“They are good people,” 
Collinge said of Taylor and other 

church leaders. “But there is 
a knowledge gap. And it’s not 
their fault. It’s our society be-
cause of the political system 
and the power we have given 
corporations.”

In 2013, Taylor told The 
Register-Guard that his church 
would only collect “several hun-
dred dollars a month” from its 
AT&T tower deal.

But on Tuesday he said the 
deal has the potential to gener-
ate $1.5 million or more for the 
church over 25 years, or a min-
imum of $5,000 a month.

Taylor said the total in-
cludes projected rent increases, 
the value of building additions 
that AT&T would make to the 
church, and potential lease 
agreements with other compa-
nies that would put transmis-
sion equipment on the tower.

Under Eugene city code, cell 
towers are allowed on residen-
tially zoned property, which 
includes the church site, if 
the spires meet conditions on 
height, screening, noise, light-
ing and other factors.

Tower proposals are subject 
to public hearings, and residents 

can raise objections and fight 
the structures in court.

AT&T last year submitted 
a tower application to city of-
ficials, who have approval au-
thority.

The firm is under a dead-
line to revise its application by 
Friday. A public hearing on the 
request before a city hearings 
official has yet to be scheduled.

The Jan. 6 newspaper ad 
from opponents was signed 
by 215 people, who asked the 
church to withdraw the tower 
application.

“While land use processes 
are available to all citizens to 
oppose locations of cell towers, 
we would like to believe that, as 
neighbors, we should appeal to 
you on moral grounds,” the ad 
stated. “Even if you reject the 
science and the precautionary 
actions now being taken in other 
countries, you can still change 
course out of respect and love 
for your neighbors in Eugene.”

Follow Ed on Twitter @ed-
wardrusso. Email ed.russo@reg-
isterguard.com.

Continued from Page A1

House says would impose “un-
precedented and unnecessary” 
requirements on agencies trying 
to write rules. It would require 
more justifications and notice.

That was to be followed by 
votes today on two other bills: 
One would alter a key section 
of the 2010 Dodd-Frank finan-
cial overhaul in a way that 
would help banks, and the other 
would block Obama’s executive 
actions on immigration, includ-
ing removal of protections for 
immigrants who arrived in the 
country illegally as children. The 
Keystone bill passed the House 
last week and is expected to 
clear the Senate next week and 
head to Obama’s desk.

Obama has threatened to 
veto all four pieces of legislation. 
Far from cowed, with the Sen-
ate in GOP hands for the first 
time in eight years Republican 
lawmakers are ready to make 

him do it.
“I’m a member of Congress; 

I’m not a potted plant. I don’t 
take my orders from the White 
House,” said Rep. Charlie Dent, 
R-Pa., after Republicans met 
behind closed doors to discuss 
their strategy. “There’s a new 
sheriff in the Senate, and so 
he’s not going to have a compli-
ant majority leader in the Sen-
ate who’s going to bottle up and 
bury everything.”

In contrast to the president’s 
tone of cooperation, White 
House press secretary Josh Ear-
nest chided Republican lawmak-
ers, saying the GOP’s approach 
to the opening days of the new 
Congress raises questions “about 
how serious they are about try-
ing to work with the president.”

“In the first five days that 
they’ve been in session, they’ve 
advanced five pieces of legisla-
tion all the way to the Rules 
Committee that they already 
know this president strongly op-

poses,” he said.
Republicans had no plans to 

stop there.
Citing the terrorist attacks 

in Paris, Republican senators on 
Tuesday proposed restrictions 
on Obama’s ability to transfer 
terror suspects out of the fed-
eral prison at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, for the remainder of his 
term — making it more difficult 
for Obama to fulfill his goal of 
closing the facility.

“Now is not the time to be 
emptying Guantanamo,” Sen. 
Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire 
told reporters.

The contentious politics of 
divided government were on 
stark display as the House 
moved forward on a series of 
bills that face an uncertain fu-
ture, at best, in the Senate — 
where the GOP remains six 
vote shorts of the 60-vote ma-
jority needed to advance most 
issues — and certain rejection 
by Obama.

House Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Bob Goodlatte of 
Virginia said his bill on regu-
lations would take aim at the 
“endlessly escalating, excessive 
federal regulatory costs” under 
the Obama administration. The 
White House objected that it 
would “create needless confu-
sion and delay.” The legislation 
passed 250 to 175.

The bill on Wall Street re-
forms — which would give U.S. 
banks an additional two years 
to ensure that their holdings 
of certain risky securities don’t 
put them afoul of a new bank-
ing rule — was no sure bet to 
pass the Senate.

And on immigration, even 
some Republican senators were 
skeptical of the approach being 
taken in the House, where Re-
publicans were using a $39.7 bil-
lion spending bill, which would 
keep the Homeland Security De-
partment running past Febru-
ary, as the vehicle to overturn 

Obama’s executive actions.
One amendment to be voted 

on Wednesday would undo steps 
Obama announced in November 
to allow deportation reprieves 
and work permits to 4 million 
immigrants in the country ille-
gally. Another would nullify his 
2012 action to allow more than 
600,000 immigrants brought il-
legally to the country as children 
to stay and work here legally.

“Our response shouldn’t be 
on the funding bill,” said Sen. 
Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., and some 
House Republicans acknowl-
edged that the Senate was likely 
to reject their approach, per-
haps forcing them in the end to 
pass a Homeland Security fund-
ing bill stripped of controversial 
language on immigration.

“One way or another we have 
to get DHS funding,” said Rep. 
Pete King, R-N.Y. “Hopefully, 
sane minds will prevail, we can 
make some compromises and 
get it done.”

Continued from Page A1

Congress: House advances bills facing certain rejection

become com-
bative with 
e m e r g e n c y 
workers.

W r a n a 
had hit a staff 
member with 
his cane and 
was brandish-
ing the cane 

and a 2-foot long shoe-
horn. After officers left the 
room, they soon returned, 
with one carrying a Taser, 
another carrying a shield 
and Taylor armed with 
a 12-gauge shotgun that 
shoots beanbags. It was 
then that Wrana threatened 
the officers and refused to 
obey their order to drop 
a knife he had picked up.

O n e  o f f i c e r  f i r e d 
the Taser at Wrana but 
missed .  When Wrana 
moved toward Taylor with 
a knife, Taylor fired his 
weapon five times, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

All of the shots were 

fired from no more than 
8 feet away, said McCar-
thy, who told Panici that 
the “optimum distance” of 
15 to 60 feet is spelled out 
in training standards and 
reminded the judge that 
each “projectile struck 
the 5 feet five, 150-pound 
Wrana at about 190 miles 
per hour.”

Wrana died from inter-
nal bleeding, according to 
the Cook County Medical 
Examiner’s Office, which 
ruled his death a homi-
cide.

One officer who came 
to court in support of Tay-
lor said that Taylor’s arrest 
is confusing to other po-
lice officers.

“There’s an outcry now 
for less lethal force in 
dealing with subjects and 
he used less lethal force,” 
said Mitchell Davis, the 
police chief in the nearby 
suburb of Robbins, who 
said he knows Taylor.

MARKHAM, Ill. — A 
suburban Chicago police 
officer had better and safer 
options than to fire bean-
bags to subdue a confused, 
knife-wielding 95-year-old 
World War II veteran, a 
prosecutor told the court 
Tuesday at the outset of 
the officer’s trial on a 
felony reckless conduct 
charge in the man’s death.

With all of their police 
equipment, training and 
“common sense,” Craig 
Taylor and the other Park 
Forest officers didn’t have 
to storm into John Wra-
na’s room at an assisted 
living center on July 26, 
2013, Cook County State’s 
Attorney Lynn McCarthy 
said during her opening 
statements. They did so, 
though, and Taylor ended 
up firing five beanbags at 
Wrana, including the fatal 
one that struck his abdo-
men and caused internal 
bleeding, she said.

Taylor’s attorney, Terry 
Ekl, countered that Taylor 
did what he was trained to 
do to subdue a dangerous 
suspect who was coming 
at him with a knife. Wrana 
was determined enough 
that he kept coming at Tay-
lor with a knife “over his 
head” until the final shot 
knocked it from his hand, 
Ekl told Judge Luciano Pan-
ici, who will decide the case.

Taylor, 43, could face 
up to three years in prison 
if  he’s  convicted.  His 
trial comes amid height-
ened scrutiny of the use 
of deadly force by U.S. 
police departments, and 
there was a strong show 
of support by Taylor’s fel-
low officers Tuesday at the 
courthouse in Markham.

Unlike many criminal 
trials where there is a 
disagreement over exactly 
what happened, the pros-
ecution and defense in 
 Taylor’s trial agreed on the 
basic facts of the case in 
their opening statements.

Taylor was one of sev-
eral officers dispatched to 
the facility where Wrana 
lived after a staff member 
reported that Wrana had 

By Don Babwin
The Associated Press

Officer on trial in 95-year-old’s beanbag death
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Sale prices are effective only for merchandise 
purchased January 13-18, 2015

EVERYTHING IS ON SALE

6 DAY SALE
JANUARY 13TH-18TH

SAVE 15-70%

Closed Jan. 12th 
for inventory/sale 

preparation

Kitchen Loofahs $2
Silicone Trivets 25% OFF
Colanders 30% OFF
Popsicle Molds 25% OFF
2 Pc Ceramic Knife Set 30% OFF
Bamboo Cutting Boards 25% OFF
Pizza Stones 20% OFF
Spice Racks 25% OFF
Coffee Mugs 50% OFF

Pot Racks $10 to $100 OFF
Cookware 15% OFF
Knife Block Sets 20% OFF
Mastrad Topchip Maker 50% OFF
Clearance Items 70% OFF sale price
Ceramic Bakeware 20% OFF
Kitchen Electrics 15% OFF

Gadgets - Buy 2 get 1 FREE
Glassware - 25% OFF
Food Products - 40% OFF
Kitchen Scales - 20% OFF
Garlic Tools - 30% OFF
Bar-ware Gadgets - Buy 2 Get 1 FREE

Cookie Sheets - Buy 1 Get 1 @ 50%
Salt and Pepper Mills - 25% OFF
Whiteware - 45% OFF

PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE!
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